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OLD FLORA SCHOOL
Flora, Carroll County, IN

Revised December 21, 1999

Site Location and Description
This 2.843 acre site is located northwest of County Road 50 and State Road 18 in Monroe
Township in a mixed residential and agricultural area.  The address is 300 E. Main Street.  

Zip Code: 46929

Site Uses and Past Activities
A school house was built on the site in 1889.  It continued to be used as a school house until a
1933 fire destroyed the school.  Since its reconstruction in 1935, the building has been used as
a public grade school and high school.  In 1961, the high school moved to its own building.  The
grade school remained in place until 1984.  In 1990 the site’s former owner developed
condominiums in the rear wing of the building and made other renovations in the building.  After
the rear addition was converted into condominiums and occupied, the former owner was
unsuccessful in completing his development.  The former owner left the community and titled
the property to the current owner in 1992. The main structure has remained vacant since 1984. 
The condominiums are currently occupied. 

Contaminants and Impacts
The sampling event performed in June 1999 for VOCs, SVOCs and PCBs/pesticides as part of
the Brownfields Environmental Assessment (BEA) found all contaminant levels below Voluntary
Remediation Program (VRP) health-based criteria for cleanup. The grant-funded assessment
work in the building determined that pipe insulation contained asbestos and wall paint contained
lead.

Lead Agency
IDEM in conjunction with the Indiana Development Finance Authority.

Community Concerns 
The residents of the condominiums and the Town Council met with the Carroll County
Commissioners in September 1998 to discuss the potential of the back taxes being waived or
forgiven and the Town acquiring the property (property had been on tax sale for third time). 
Redevelopment of this property would eliminate a potential safety hazard and stabilize the
neighborhood by improving a blighted structure and bringing in new tax revenue to the Town.
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Actions Taken
A Brownfields Environmental Assessment (BEA) was completed by IDEM in December 1999. 
The BEA consisted of a Phase I and limited exterior sampling.  The Town of Flora was also
awarded an Indiana Brownfields Site Assessment Grant in March 1999. The awarded grant
funding was used to complete an asbestos and lead-based paint survey in the interior of the
building.

Reuse and Redevelopment
Redevelopment plans for the building include senior housing or a youth center.

Current Status
A Comment Letter regarding the grant-funded assessment work was sent to the Town of Flora
indicating that the environmental objectives stated in the grant application scope of work had
been met.  The completed BEA report was sent to the Town of Flora in December 1999.  IDEM
considers this site a suitable candidate for redevelopment.

Future Actions
IDEM will attend a Town Council meeting in January 2000 to discuss the assessment findings
and the next steps to pursue in the property’s redevelopment process.

Cost Estimates
IDEM Brownfields Environmental Assessments are paid for out of a grant from the US EPA at no
cost to the recipient.  

Amount of grant awarded: $ 5,380.

For More Information
Tracy Concannon
Brownfields Program
IDEM 
P.O. Box 6015
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015
Toll Free (800) 451-6027, ask for extension 3-2801
Local (317) 233-2801


